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Martha M. Ertman is the Carole & Hanan Sibel Research Professor at the
University of Maryland.

Prof Ertman's research is on the role of contracts and mini-contracts she

calls "deals" in family relationships.

Professor Ertman’s new book, Love’s Promises: How Formal & Informal
Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families (Beacon Press 2015), reaches a broad
audience by blending memoir with family law stories about exchanges in
reproductive technology, adoption, cohabitation, and marriage. It was
Family Equality Council’s 2015 Book Club Pick, a finalist for the Next

Generation Indie Book Awards, and covered by media.

Her other law review articles and book chapters uncover the often-hidden
role of contracts and deals in the legal rules governing the value of

homemaking labor; what she calls "Plan B" baby-making through

reproductive technologies; and polygamy; her book Rethinking

Commodification: Cases and Readings in Law and Culture (with Joan
Williams) (NYU Press 2005) explores the reach of markets into all areas of

our lives.
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